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Since 2019, CFS has prayed for guidance to add another 
Caseworker to our staff.  YOU were faithful to provide funds 
for an additional caseworker after hearing of the medical 
needs of Jasmine. The funds were set aside for this need 
when COVID “hit” and slowed the process. While Jerry 
considered several interested individuals, Kim Tang was 
recently offered and accepted the position of Caseworker.  
She worked with CFS from 1986 until 1990, and comes to 
CFS from Georgia AGAPE.

Born in Springfield, Illinois, she became a Christian while 
at graduate school at the University of Illinois. Kim has two 
adult children, Lily who is 27 and Andrew who is 24.  Andrew 
is newly married and lives in Lawrenceville, Georgia.  Lily is 
getting married in November of this year.  

Kim states, “I am so excited to return to CFS!  The Lord has 
blessed me in so many ways and I can’t wait to be apart of this 
agency again!”
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Family Times
God Makes the Connection

The Blessings of Calls, Texts & Messages

How many phone calls have you 
received that began with “We’re calling 
to talk to you about your car’s extended 
warranty?” Its quite frustrating-and I’m 
sure you have noticed the callers use 
phone numbers associated with towns 
near you. These “robo-calls” want to 
trick you into answering your phone 
when it rings!  

At CFS, we get our fair share of 
interesting calls, robo-or otherwise! 
A CFS caseworker is on call 24/7 for a 
two-week stint, so some of the more 
unique calls come in the middle of the 
night. While we won’t take the time to 
detail them here, let’s just say that some 
people are looking to adopt a pet, not a 
child. 

You made it possible for Sadie* to call 
the CFS office. Shortly after speaking 
over the phone with a Caseworker, 
Sadie met with Jasmine in person.  Yes, 
Sadie was pregnant, but Jasmine did not 
immediately discuss adoption with her. 
She needed to get to know Sadie, her 
needs, and help her consider if parenting 
was a viable option for her.  Sadie made 
an adoption plan for her baby who was 
due in a few months. 

She accepted the fact that the man who 
fathered her children would not help 
with their financial needs. He actually 
told Sadie to get an abortion. Even 
though placing her child for adoption 
was very difficult, she wanted to do 
what was best for her baby and give her 
baby the best life possible. 

Sadie made her decision and placed her 
child with a Christian family through 
Christian Family Services!

You made it possible for Jacie* to reach 
a CFS Caseworker through the CFS 
website.  After submitting an inquiry 
about adoption for the baby she 
was carrying, Jerry contacted her to 
schedule a meeting.  

A few weeks later, she reached out to 
him via text message: 

CFS Caseworkers never push a woman 
to complete adoption paperwork until it 
is fully explained to her.  In the following 
weeks, Jacie, like many CFS clients 
before her, met with her Caseworker 
wherever she felt most comfortable.  
They discussed the entire adoption 
process, giving Jacie honest answers, 
helping her decide if she needed 
financial assistance for her living needs, 
and reviewed legal paperwork.  At 
the hospital, her caseworker was her 
advocate with the hospital staff. 

So, the next time you receive an 
automated phone call, try to smile. 
Then, take a moment to PRAY, “The 
original wireless message” and thank God 
for providing technology to reach into 
a mission field giving a mom options 
for her pregnancy with a Christian 
counselor.

Welcome CFS’ New Caseworker

*Name changed for confidentiality

“Good morning, Jerry! Just 
contacting you to confirm our 
meeting in a couple of days.”
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Tech Savvy volunteer

George Cline is an ongoing volunteer 
for CFS. He is very “behind the scenes.” 
He provides web and email hosting 
so the staff can reach new clients and 
donors for the ministry. 

Donation 
Highlights 

Girls like to Give

They are cute, they are energetic, and 
they want to help others! CFS received 
a surprise visit from the Keller family in 
January. Addison & Bailey are shown 
with a few of the supplies the Family 
brought to pamper CFS Birth Moms. 

Nana’s Hugs

A couple boxes arrived in our mail 
one day. We were happily surprised 
to find hand made baby quilts.  Kim 
Jones enclosed this card, which we’ve 
copied and placed with each quilt, so 
the recipient will know they were being 
prayed over! christianfamilyservices.com

ing day with another baby!

When the office opened the next 
day, Jasmine, called one of the 
CFS waiting families about the 
Safe Haven infant. The couple 
prayed then joyfully said “Yes” 
to parenting the child! Jasmine 
and Donna headed to pick up the 
newborn from the hospital. Due 
to the timing of the discharge and 
the arrival of the family, the CFS 
Cradle Care family was contacted 
to keep the baby a few days. By 
the end of the week Jasmine and 
Donna headed to pick up the in-
fant to meet her forever family.

At the end of the week, Jasmine 
had put 739 miles on her car trav-
eling to be with Jerica, travel to 
the Safe Haven infant, and travel 
to the Cradle Care Family. Yes, we 
were tired and thankful for such 
meaningful work.

Do you wonder what became of 
the woman reaching out to  
Jasmine during Jerica’s labor? She 
continued to text the CFS case-
worker on call. 

Jasmine and Jerry agreed to meet 
in person with her and discuss 

what adoption would look like for 
her child. 

In the end, Jerry and Jasmine 
facilitated consents for a birth 
mother and dad within 10 days 
of the last placement! The Birth 
Parents were able to choose the 
adoptive family for their child. 
This baby was also placed with 
the CFS Cradle Care Family for 
a time. The adoptive family first 
met their baby at their home. 
Not long thereafter, this adoptive 
family completed their placement 
paperwork and took their child 
home.

In this recount of placements and 
vacation – 
WHO had the adventure? 
Jerry on vacation? Jasmine travel-
ing around the state? The Cradle 
Care Family caring for two differ-
ent babies? The adoptive families?
 
Or is the adventure one we only 
view from the outside, one we 
don’t want to even contemplate? 
The gut-wrenching adventure of 
a birth parent as they consider 
what is truly best for their child?

Recent Placments

Ryan & Kate add a daugher to their 
family, Georgia Elyzabeth!

4/26/21

Travis & Sarah welcome daughter 
Tirzah Lily to their family.

4/30/21

 

Sandra 
shreds 
documents 
that cannot 
be disposed 
of in the 
trash.

Jasmine shows supplies 
donated by Kai, a young mom 
passing on baby items!

More Volunteers!

    Workplace Giving!

Adventure...continued from page one

Rachael & Josh add son Mason 
James to their family.

05/21/21
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As staff 
navigated several 
placements (see 
front article) it was 
difficult to also 
work on Social 
Media. 

Katy Horton, who designed 
a CFS t-shirt a few years 
ago, joins the CFS team to 
create Social Media content 
and work on marketing 
development. 
A Freelance Graphic  
Designer based in  
Gainesville, Florida, Katy received her  
AS/AA in Graphic Design from Santa Fe 
College. 
Katy worships at CampusView Church and 
is in the Young Pro’s ministry. 
A native of Gainesville, Katy has a unique 
perspective on Christian Family Services 
since she has known about the ministry 
her entire life! 
Katy believes CFS provides “hope to 
women during a difficult time” and will 
strive to demonstrate this hope through 
social media.

 
But Jesus said, 

“Let the little children come to Me, 
and do not forbid them; 

for of such is the kingdom of heaven.”

Welcome

Katy

Workplace Giving Options
CFS is registered with NPO Connect
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Fran of Timberlane 
Church of Christ,  
served as a witness  
for an adoptive  
placement.
 
Inez of University City 

Church of Christ, witnessed a Birth 
Mother signing  consents. When asked 
to describe what she observed, she 
stated,

“I wanted to cry with 
her (the Birth Mother). 
She was heartbroken, 
but determined in her 
decision” (to place the child 
for adoption). 

Inez also witnessed 
the placement of 
the child with her 
forever family.

 
Terry volunteered 
with the Game 

Day 
Parking 
fund-
raiser 
for 
years. 

Now 
she helps 

in the office in a 
variety of ways. 

Alexis of  
CampusView 
church witnessed 
the placement for 
an adoptive family 
during 
her 
work 
day!

“I don’t have murderers and rapists in my family. 
I have successful drug dealers in my family. They 
have a fun looking life style. And that’s attractive to 
kids. I don’t want that for this baby. I don’t want her 

to even see it. If she doesn’t see it, she 
can’t be attracted to it…. that’s why 

I’m considering adoption.  
I see me. I’m talking it.  
I’m walking it. But I’m failing. 
I don’t even want this baby 
to see that or be attracted to 

that.”  
- Kacy

A CFS Client
(Named changed to protect identity)
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Spring ~ Summer 2021

CFS receives requests to 
adopt from couples that 
already have biological 
children. They want to add 
“one more” to their family! 
While we cannot offer an 
application to each couple 
that makes an inquiry to 
adopt, we regularly have a 
large family who is ready to 
adopt on our waiting list. We 
caution them the wait may be 
longer for them. Undeterred, 
such families feel called to 
adopt and wait in hope for a 
child to become part of their 
family.

More ways to assist the ministry of CFS

Sometimes we are asked  
why couples want to adopt.  

Some state they have

Room for 1 more!

Mother’s Day and Father’s Day  - and childless
What about a couple who long for children but are unable to become 

pregnant? Or hopeful grandparents, who long for grandchildren, but their 
married daughter/son discovers that they and their spouse have fertility issues? 

Couples may have grieved the loss of “what was hoped for” in a family. 
Quite possibly, they have had a number of medical treatments, which have 
exhausted funds, and had them on an emotional roller coaster. Once such a 
couple decides to consider adoption, they may still not be prepared for raising a 
non-biological child. 

CFS requires adoptive families to complete 
adoption training.  Adoptive couples should prepare 
to discuss adoption with their child, and how to 
discuss the role of the Birth Family with them. 

It is notable to mention that many women 
who consider placing their child for adoption seek 
a couple who cannot biologically have their own 
children.  She may seek to “bless” a family with a 
baby.

As we look at the entire adoption triade, we 
recognize it is not luck that causes a woman with an unplanned pregnancy to 
contact CFS, but the Lord who has already provided a family for her child. 

CFS Cradle Care Family

John and Charlotte and their children 
(Zayna, Julia and Jack), have served as 
Cradle Care providers for CFS since 
2012. Each year they must complete 
training, background screens, and a 
home inspection to be re-licensed. 
The last time they kept a CFS baby 
was 2015. However, in 2021 they 
have already had two babies in care!  
CFS is thankful for their flexibility to 
transport and care for these little ones. 

Becky of University City 
Church of Christ serves as 
the CFS Bookkeeper. While 
she serves in a volunteer 
role, she is a valued team  
member!

While she is camera shy, 
Becky is productive during 
her time in the CFS office. 
Most times her head is 
down as she concentrates 
on keeping the accounts in 
order.

Toby stands guard while 
“his” baby sleeps
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Sebastian Lee was placed 
with Danny & Virginia on 

2/18/2022

James Daniel became the 
son of Daniel & Tess on 

3/10/2022

Xavier Elijah is added to the 
family of Terrence & Kimberly

 on 3/22/2022

FINALIZATION

Jacob Carlos officially became 
the third son of Don & Carla on 
2/8/2022

PLACEMENTS

In Memory of
January-March

Ruthe Ahrens

Nettie Hadley

John Hester

Carl & Annie Ruth Jacobsen

Daniel Gainey

Jim Hollingsworth

Larry Ray 

Joanna Mayberry

Virginia Johnon

Donnie Larkin

Mary Felton

Leroy Frison

Linda Case

Linda Jacobsen
James & Zimmie Harris

Kim Ball

Linda Jacobsen

Jackie & Clarence Collins

Theresa Hollingsworth

Joyce Price

Jackie & Clarence Collins

Tyrone Johnson

Joyce Price

Barbara Allen
 Mark & Sue Apple

Don & Donna Brooker
Jimmie & Barbara Brunson

Lester & Glenda Davis

Jannett Frison

Continued on next page
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In Memory of
January-March

Geraldine Howard Reeds

Era Ross 

Kim Rhoden 

Libby Richardson

John Smithson 

Mike Walter 

Clarence & Jackie Collins 

Lisa Seigler 

Barbara Allen
 Mark & Sue Apple

Don & Donna Brooker
Jimmie & Barbara Brunson

Lester & Glenda Davis

Joyce Price

Joyce Price

Don & Donna Brooker

Joyce Price

Joyce Price

Bob & Carolyn Harrell

Larry & Mary Ellen Seigler

The Board of Directors has been in 
prayer for guidance as they chose 
individuals to join the board.  As 2022 
arrived, the board interviewed two 
qualified candidates. Both have a heart 
for the Lord and a desire to serve others 
through the ministry of CFS. 

One of the new members is Ramon 
Osejo of Alachua, FL.  Ramon was born 
in Costa Rica, lived in Nicaragua until 
he was 17, at which time he became a 
Christian.  He returned to Costa Rica 
until he was 26 and he has lived in the US 

since that time.  Ramon is a Behavioral 
Specialists at Tacachale (Gainesville) and 
works with People with Disabilities. 

When asked about the talent he will 

share with CFS, Ramon identified “prayer 
and counseling.” However, he has also 
served as a volunteer for Game Day 
Parking, and chose to wear the t-shirt 
of the opposing team on that particular 
day (see photo above). Ramon and his wife 
Jan worship at University City Church 
of Christ (Gainesveille) where he serves 
as an elder. The couple has two grown 
children and one grandchild.

The CFS Board GROWS

Continued 

HONOR TO:
January-March

Adoptive Families – the “other” ministry of CFS

To provide Christian families for our clients to choose from in raising their baby, 
CFS keeps an ongoing waiting list of couples wanting to add a child to their family. 
While the fee structure to adopt through CFS is lower than most agencies and 
attorneys, we like to provide resources to those who apply to adopt. 

Your Adoption Finance Coach (YAFC) works directly with the couple to consider 
options for fundraising and grants to help finance their adoption. In 2021, one of 
our families was honored with grants to cover the entire cost of their adoption!  

YAFC reported that in 2021, CFS families who were actively involved with the 
coaches raised $68,770.00 towards their adoptions.  

http://christianfamilyservices.com


Click to Donate online

Terri was 18 when she made an adoption plan for her child with Christian Family Services.  She had not seen the father of her baby for 
months. She shared with a CFS Caseworker that she was basically healthy, didn’t drink or use drugs, and that yes, she did smoke.  While she 
was currently a receptionist, she was interested in joining the military! No one in her family knew of her pregnancy. She stated she was too 
young to keep the child and that she couldn’t afford the medical expenses. 

Her son arrived several months later, weighting 6 pounds, and 5 ounces, 19 ¾” long, and was considered a “normal newborn.” Terri knew 
what type of family she wanted but still asked for help from her CFS Caseworker.

After the adoption, the family kept Terri updated through letters sent via CFS:

“…your child is doing just fine. We will give him a good home and raise him to be a Christian. …we love him so much…”

The CFS Caseworker kept in touch with Terri, updating her on her child’s growth, sometimes sending photos. In turn, Terri also sent notes 
and letters to the adoptive family.

Years passed. This little boy grew up in a loving home.  Terri continued to grow as well.  In 2018, Terri shared the following with CFS and 
recently said we could share it with you:

When I was 18 in 1986, I gave birth to a son. He was adopted through your agency. My son, Aaron, and I met for the first time when he 
was 17 years old. He is now 31, married, and my daughter’s best friend. I just wanted to send a short note to thank your agency and all 
those who helped me get through a very difficult time in my life. Aaron’s adoptive parents were wonderful people, his father passed away, 
and his mother still loves him to no end. I am grateful for them most of all. 

I have since married, had two other children and moved to another state. I work with an agency that works with young people who 
have mental health issues and have aged out of foster care. Christian family Services not only “saved” my life but “ improved” it as 
well. Thank You so much.

We thank Terri for her willingness to share her story, and that she was able to re-connect with her son and his family!

Keep giving women like Terri the option of Life for their child, through Adoption, 
by giving now!

2720 SW 2nd Avenue Gainesville, FL 32607 352.378.6202
A 501 (c) 3 non-profit. All gifts are tax deductible

You Make It Possible
Save a baby’s life & bless them with a Christian Family through the Ministry of Christian Family Services.

My Involvement
My Monthly Pledge: to sustain the ministry throughout the year:

$50 $75 $100 $250 Other

$50 $100 $250 $500 $1000 Other
My One Time Gift Today: to meet immediate needs.

Name

Name Relationship to HonoreePlease notify:
This donation is sent in memory or honor of:

Address

Address

City/State/Zip

City/State/Zip

Signature

Phone

Date

Email

Signature

MasterCard/Visa

Credit Card # Exp. Date CVV

Check Included

Credit Card:

Automatic Monthly Giving: Check Credit Card Debit Card

http://christianfamilyservices.com/support-our-adoption-ministry/#donate

